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Dear Parents: 
 

Our third book discussion of the year will be held on Wednesday, February 12th at the library                 
in the Hauppauge Middle School from 5:45 - 7:00 pm. This special night will be open to all                  
students in grades 6th - 8th. To make this event even more exciting, we will be combining this                  
Book Chat with Makerspace activities.  
 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on February 12th. A                  
summary of each text that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of                    
this letter to guide students in making their selection. All participants will be responsible for               
obtaining their own books and reading the book prior to the Book Chat session in order                
that they may share their thoughts and feelings about the text. Some of the titles selected for                 
this Book Chart are available through SORA. Please speak with the MS librarian if you have any                 
questions about using SORA. 
 

Teachers, administrators, and staff members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the              
discussions and will create topics and questions to be addressed during the “Book Chat.”              
Additional comments and questions are encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic            
conversation.  
 

During this event, we will also feature an opportunity for all Book Chat/Makerspace attendees              
to participate in a Makerspace building activity. Using brain power, ingenuity and raw creativity              
students will design and create a project that connects to the text that they chose to read for this                   
Book Chat. All supplies and materials will be provided by the school. Light refreshments will be                
provided for all. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 631-761-8321. I am certain                  
that the engaging conversations and the creativity of students will shine bright and this event will                
prove to be a wonderful learning experience. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 
Director of English Language Arts  
 



 
Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s              
English teacher by Monday, February 10th. 

 

______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” on February 12th  
 

Please check off your book selection:  

• The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba    - ____  
• The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate  - ____  
• See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng - ____   

  
Student’s Name____________________Parent’s Name____________________ 
 

English Teacher____________________Phone Contact____________________ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BOOK CHAT #3/MAKERSPACE EVENT ~ Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

         (5:45-7:00 pm) 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba         
(Non-Fiction Choice) When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in            
Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing                 
to sell. William began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution.                
There, he came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a                  
windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity              
to his home and helped his family pump the water they needed to farm the land. 
 
Retold for a younger audience, this exciting memoir shows how, even in a desperate              
situation, one boy's brilliant idea can light up the world. Complete with photographs,             
illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring readers up to date on William's story, this is the                 
perfect edition to read and share with the whole family. 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate (Fiction Choice) This             
unforgettable novel from renowned author Katherine Applegate celebrates the         
transformative power of unexpected friendship. Inspired by the true story of a captive             
gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated book is told from the point of view of Ivan himself.  

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping              
mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about              
his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and               
Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is                 
forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes. 

See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng (Fiction Choice) 11-year-old Alex            
Petroski loves space and rockets, his mom, his brother, and his dog Carl Sagan—named              
for his hero, the real-life astronomer. All he wants is to launch his golden iPod into space                 
the way Carl Sagan (the man, not the dog) launched his Golden Record on the Voyager                
spacecraft in 1977. From Colorado to New Mexico, Las Vegas to L.A., Alex records a               
journey on his iPod to show other lifeforms what life on earth, his earth, is like. But his                  
destination keeps changing. And the funny, lost, remarkable people he meets along the             
way can only partially prepare him for the secrets he’ll uncover—from the truth about his               
long-dead dad to the fact that, for a kid with a troubled mom and a mostly not-around                 
brother, he has way more family than he ever knew. 
  
Jack Cheng’s debut is full of joy, optimism, determination, and unbelievable heart. To read              
the first page is to fall in love with Alex and his view of our big, beautiful, complicated world. To read the                      
last is to know he and his story will stay with you a long, long time. 


